
 

 

ASOCIACIÓN EX ALUMNOS DEL PROFESORADO EN LENGUAS VIVAS 

“JUAN RAMÓN FERNÁNDEZ” 
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PART I:  READING 

A. Read the passage and do the task below.        (10) 
 

You tell us your real-life experiences 

What it’s like… Whirlwind Romances 

It’s the stuff Mills & Boon novels are made of – being taken off into the sunset by the 

man of your dreams who you only met half an hour ago! But surely whirlwind romances 

never happen in real life? Jeanette Baker spoke to a reader who can safely say it does! 

FIONA, 22, from Kirby, had had proposals of marriage in the past but it wasn’t until 

she fell for her friend’s boyfriend, that she considered saying “yes”. 

‘Tim was going out with a friend of mine when I first met him last November. There 

was an instant attraction and, although I know it was unfair to my friend, that January we 

started to have a relationship. 

Tim’s girlfriend soon realized that something was going wrong with her relationship 

with Tim and, as he was going to Russia for a fortnight in February, she asked him if he was 

seeing someone else. He confirmed that it was over between them and, once he was free 

from that commitment, we spent every day together in the week before he went away. 

I couldn’t believe how much I missed him when he was in Russia (even though I’d 

only known him for six weeks) or how much I had fallen for him. I even said to friends while 

he was away, ‘This is the man I’m going to marry’. I was slightly nervous when he came back 

because I wasn’t sure if he felt the same way or if he had even missed me. I needn’t have 

worried – the weekend after he came back, he proposed. He said he couldn’t bear to be 

away from me again and wanted to be with me for the rest of his life. I know it may sound 

old-fashioned but that’s exactly how we both felt. 

The wedding date was set for the end of March. We knew it was a terrible rush: but 

that’s how we wanted it. Everyone was amazed. 

People had proposed to me before but, though I’d accepted, doubts came into my 

mind afterwards or it just didn’t work out. With Tim I can safely say that I’ve never considered 

for a moment not spending the rest of my life with him’. 

Task: Decide whether the following statements are True or False. Correct the false 
statements. 
 

1. When Fiona started going out with Tim, she had just broken up with a boyfriend. __  

2. When Tim was away, Fiona missed him more than she had expected.  __  

3. Fiona felt nervous about seeing Tim again because she thought he had met 

someone new.  __  

 

4. It would  appear from the  text that  Fiona was  not  immediately  sure  whether  Tim 

was right  for her.  __  
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B) Read the text and answer the questions below.       (20) 

 

Love Astrology 

Love astrology gives you insight into your love life and current relationships. It 
also tells you what to expect in the upcoming days. 

Want to know what's going to happen to your love life in the next week? Check 
out the weekly love horoscopes by sign. 

Are you meant to be? Discover your love compatibility with your current (or 
future) partners! Or try the quick love compatibility test, a quick calculator that shows 
your true romantic compatibility. 

Love, Relationships and Palm Reading 

While many consider astrology and palmistry two entirely different subjects, 
they can actually work together well. Your love horoscopes give you insight and 
guidance into your romantic relationships. On the other hand (literally!), palm reading 
gives you information on your personal strengths and weaknesses. Reading your 
palm then gives you information about yourself so that you can make the most of 
your love horoscope's advice. Find out what your palm says about you and your love 
life in our romantic palm reading section. 

How to Read Your Palm 

It's said that the left brain administers language and the right, sensitivity. Well, 
if you're looking for a complete examination of your life, then you should analyze both 
hands! Because the left brain controls the right hand, your right hand will show your 
reason, intellect, and mental change. Because the right brain controls the left hand, 
you'll get a better reading of your emotions, love, and realistic changes. 

On each hand, you'll carefully analyze the different lines and shapes on your 
palm. Because the lines reflect your behaviors, personality, and emotions, you'll find 
that they're tailed to you. If you look in the general areas, you'll be able to identify the 
basic lines that give you the most insight into yourself. 

Tarot Readings and Love 

Yes, tarot reading and love horoscopes do share some of the same basic 
elements. Read on for more about love horoscopes and tarot. If you want to know 
how your tarot reading affects you, discover what each tarot card represents. 

How Tarot and Astrology Relate 

Although tarot and astrology are different, each involves meaningful 
coincidences. Love Horoscopes give you a reading of upcoming situations or 
emotions relating to your relationships and love life. In astrology, the basis of 
horoscopes, there are 4 elements -- fire, water, air, and earth. (Note: you can learn 
more about your individual element by visiting your love horoscope page). Each 
zodiac sign has characteristics of one of these 4 elements and each element relates 
to specific psychological functions -- intuition, feeling, thinking, and sensation. 

Tarot decks contain two types of cards: Major Arcana and Minor Arcana. The 
Minor Arcana cards are represented by 4 suits, referred to as trumps. These 4 suits 
correspond to the same elements as in astrology -- fire, water, air, and earth. On a 
tarot card, wands are symbolic of fire, cups of water, swords of air, and coins of 
earth.  

The two relate through the elements in that certain characteristics of the 
elements flow to those astrological signs that relate to them as well as to the tarot 
cards. Although tarot and astrology differ, they both use the mystical elements to help 
guide you and give you true insight into your life and relationships. 
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1) What can “love astrology” do for you? 

2) Are astrology and palmistry totally incompatible? Explain. 

3) If you want to try palm reading, which hand should you analyze? Why? 

4) How are tarot and astrology similar? Explain. 

 
PART II: LANGUAGE  
 
C) Fill in the blanks with one of the options below. (20) 

 

1. less 

2. of finding 

3. should 

4. explained 

5. wouldn’t 

6. to not go 

7. had sent 

8. if 

9. waited 

10. had decided 

more 

finding 

must 

told 

will 

not to go 

had not sent 

when 

to wait 

decided 

most 

to find 

would 

warned 

would 

to go 

had been sent 

why 

waiting 

had not decided 

least 

in finding 

could 

requested 

won’t 

should go 

had not been sent 

how 

been waiting 

would decide 

 

The Perfect Partner 

 

A long and happy marriage is something that many people wish for, but finding the right 

partner is much 1) _____________ difficult than you might imagine. A friend of mine, 

Susan, had not been very successful in her attempt 2) _____________ the perfect 

partner, and she was beginning to feel rather depressed.  

 

One day, she happened to hear someone talking about a computer dating agency 

which 3) _____________  help you to find the ideal partner. “A dating agency, this 

person 4) _____________  to her, is a business which acts as a service for 

matchmaking between potential couples, with a view toward romance and/or marriage 

between them”. 

 

Susan immediately made an appointment to see someone at the agency, then waited to 

see what 5) _____________  happen. The agency arranged a meeting with a ‘suitable’ 

partner at the local railway station a week later, although I advised her 6) 

_____________.  

 

My friend arrived a few minutes early but could see no one who matched the 

appearance of the man in the photograph she 7) _____________. She noticed a man 

waiting under the station clock and holding a bunch of flowers, but there was no one 

else around. Suddenly, the man started chatting to her and, after a while, asked her 8) 

_____________  she would like to go and have a coffee.  

 

Not until much later did they come to the conclusion that they had both 9) 

_____________ for each other! When they had both recovered from the shock, they 10) 

_____________ that the computer had been right after all.  
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D) Complete the following conversations.        (20)  
 

CONVERSATION 1 – A Radio Programme 

 

A: … And tonight on the book programme we’re reviewing a book called Astrology and 

Personality by Dr David Foreman, who’s an expert on personality and relationships. 

With us tonight to talk about this book is Steven Jackson, a freelance journalist. So, 

Steven, what exactly is Dr Foreman’s main message? 

B: Well, Dr Foreman’s theory is that it’s possible to describe one’s character based on 

our birth date. 

A:  1) ……………………………………………………………………………………………...? 

B:  According to the book, he developed his theory in 1995 but he discovered the 

technique he used to prove it in 1992. 

A:  2) ……………………………………………………………………………………………...? 

B:  Well, it’s hard to explain. But his technique takes into account the planets' positions 

and the inter-aspects among these planets, as well as planetary dominants and 

astrological houses. The technique is both used for the character analysis and the 

description of the psychological portrait. 

A:  That’s incredible. 3) …………………………………………………………………………? 

B: The book does not just describe Foreman’s theory. It deals with many other topics. 

Among other things, it discusses the link between Western astrology and 

psychoanalysis.  

A: How extraordinary! Would you recommend this book to our audience? 

B: Indeed. To know oneself and to know other people by looking into a natal chart is 

one of the best favourite hobbies of both professional and amateur astrologers! 

 

CONVERSATION 2 – An Interview 

 

A:  Peter Thompson is an astrologer and palmist. What does an astrologer do, Peter? 

B:  An astrologer will take your date, place, and time of birth, construct a map of the 

heavens and a horoscope that will look at temperament, character, emotional needs 

and a number of other different factors. 

A:  4)…………………………………………………………………………………………………? 

B:  Well, a palmist is quite different from an astrologer. A palmist will look at your hands as 

they are now, of course, but whereas astrology is a birth chart set up, a horoscope set 

up for somebody’s birth moment, the hands are your living hands so they’ve developed 

and grown with you. They reflect where you are today, if you know what I mean. 

A:  5) __________________________________________________________________? 

B: A lot of astronomers and palmists would say that their job is not about predicting 

people’s future. It’s our job really to encourage people to live their own lives and help 

them understand where they are today. 
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PART III: WRITING  
 

E) Composition: Choose ONE of these two alternatives. Write about 150 words. (30) 

 

1- An informal email 

 

You have recently met a new boyfriend/girlfriend. You are really excited about this new 

relationship and want to share this news with a friend. Write her/him an email telling her/him 

about this new love and how he/she has changed your life in the last few months. 

 

 

2- Expressing your Opinion 

 
“Dating agencies are a good way of meeting new people in our modern age”. Do you 

agree? Write a short opinion essay expressing your views. 

 


