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PART I:  READING 

 

A. Read the passage and do the task below.        (10) 
 

Do you have personal safety problems? Sometimes you can't or don't want to talk to friends 

or relatives. Caroline Hax Live answers your questions. 

 

1. I am considering taking the family (wife and two girls aged 3 and 5) to Pretoria where I 

have been offered a job for 2-3 years with the international company I have been working 

for many years. We currently live in a very safe part of the world but have previously lived in 

New Delhi and Moscow, but that was before kids. Any thoughts would be most welcome. 

 

- Many thousands of expats lead pretty good lives in Pretoria and Johannesburg. Take all 

the usual precautions and there should be no problem. Pretoria's a calm place compared to 

Joburg (certainly compared to Delhi), with plenty of safe malls and facilities for kids. Expats 

generally drive all over the place, use malls for shopping and don’t walk around town (even 

though central PTA is quite interesting), but you shouldn’t be paranoid about these things. 

Just make sure you know which areas to avoid and take more care after dark. 

2. My family and I are traveling to Mexico this summer. We have been told the country is not 

very safe and are not sure what to expect. Can you give us any advice, please? 

- Find out as much as you can about the country. Do research on cultural, religious and 

political beliefs to avoid misunderstandings and causing offence. Make a note of emergency 

telephone numbers and practice a few phrases in Spanish.   

3. I have recently moved into a new apartment by myself and am rather concerned about 

my personal safety. What can I do to protect myself? 

- Never let anyone into your building, room or apartment that you do not know. Get 

acquainted with your neighbours and keep your door locked at all times. Ask the local Post 

Office to withhold delivery of flyers and newsletters when you plan on being away for 

extended periods. 

 

Task: Who?  

 

1) … must never leave her house unlocked?     ………………….. 

2) … is concerned about travel safety?      ………………….. 

3) … has plans to move to another country?     …………………. 

4) … shouldn’t be obsessed with personal safety?    ………………….. 
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B) Read the text and answer the questions below.       (20) 

 

 
Good Neighbours 

 
The “Neighbourhood Watch” scheme all started a few years ago in the village of 

Mollington after a number of robberies in the village and surrounding area. The 

residents in the village came up with the idea that maybe they themselves could keep 

an eye on their neighbours’ property while they were away on holiday. Since then, and 

with the support of the government and police, more than 50,000 “Neighbourhood 

Watch” schemes have been set up all over the country. 

 

The object of each “Watch” Group is to reduce the opportunities that criminals have in 

any particular street or area. Each resident who is a member of the scheme agrees to 

call the police whenever they see something suspicious. Everything is done calmly and 

discreetly – it is the police who actually check out each report and investigate what is 

happening. Residents who are part of the watch are not supposed to act as police or put 

themselves in any danger. 

 

In the comparatively short time “Neighbourhood Watch” schemes have been in 

existence, there is growing evidence of a new community spirit. It is bringing people 

together as never before, and encouraging people to care for one another. New 

friendships are made, and contact is often established with old people living on their 

own, who are often the most frightened and the most at risk. 

 

 

1) Why was The “Neighbourhood Watch” scheme started in Mollington? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2) What do members of a “Watch” group do when they see suspicious individuals? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3) Who checks out reports and investigates what is happening? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4) What are two benefits of “Neighbourhood Watch” schemes? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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PART II: LANGUAGE  
 
C) Fill in the blanks with one of the options below.       (20) 

 
1. when 
2. will 
3. attacked 
4. Think 
5. suffer 
6. Always 
7. in 
8. In spite of 
9. then 
10. while 

before 
would 
killed 
Consider 
scream 
Hardly ever 
over 
Although 
meanwhile 
unless 

while 
won’t 
scared 
Plan 
shout 
Never 
under 
Despite 
as soon 
when 

though 
wouldn’t 
frightened 
Prepare 
speak 
Seldom 
on 
However 
while 
if 

 

Personal Security Issues 

 Recognize potentially dangerous situations 1) ___________ they arise. 

 Assess the risks and have a safety plan. Decide what you 2) ___________  do if 

you felt threatened. 

 Be prepared to scream or shout if you are 3) ___________. 

 4) ______________ taking  a self-defense course. 

 If you are attacked don’t 5) ___________  in silence. Report the incident. 

 6) ___________ leave your wallet, bag or purse unattended and unsecured. 

 Clearly marking your property leaves no doubt as to ownership. Write your name 

7) ___________  all your things. 

 8) ___________  you may be tempted to do so, never carry your PIN number 

with your credit cards and never tell it to anyone. 

 Lock your home, vehicle and place of work 9) ___________  as you leave it. 

 Don’t call the police (10) _________ you are sure you are in real danger. Call 

them when you really need to! 

 

 

D) Complete the following conversations with words or phrases. (20)  
 

CONVERSATION 1 – Meetings 

A- As we know, there’s a new neighbor in town. I think we 1) ________________ welcome 

him and give him a few personal safety tips. 

B- I’m not 2) ________________ sure. What do you 3) _______________, Peter? 

C- Actually, I agree with Mary. We should offer him our help and support. 

 

CONVERSATION 2 – Breaking news 

A- You’ll never guess who’s just moved next door. 

B- Who? 
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A- Mathew, your ex boyfriend! 

B- 4) ____________________  

A- It’s true. I’m telling you! And I think he’s married and has two kids. 

B- That’s impossible! 5)___________________. 

A- I saw them go into the apartment holding hands and one of the kids called him “daddy”. 

 

PART III: WRITING  

 

E. Choose ONE of these two alternatives and write about 100 words.    (30)  
 
:                                             (30) 

 

1- Telling a Story 

 

A friend of yours invited you to go on holiday with him/her, but you had a terrible time. Say 

where you went, what happened and how you felt about the experience. 

 

2- An Informal Letter 

 

You are planning to spend six months travelling the world. Write a letter to your English 

friend saying which countries you intend to visit and what you will see there. Invite your 

friend to come with you. 

 


