
 

 

ASOCIACIÓN EX ALUMNOS DEL PROFESORADO EN LENGUAS VIVAS 

“JUAN RAMÓN FERNÁNDEZ” 

A  

B  

C  

D  

E  

Total  

 
PART I:  READING 

A. Read the passage and do the task below.        (10) 
 

13th ANNUAL ‘TRAVEL & LEISURE’ WORLD’S BEST AWARDS: BANGKOK NAMED 

WORLD’S BEST CITY 2008 
 

Travel&Leisure, the world's leading travel magazine, has organized its annual World’s 

Best City Awards through its Readers’ Survey, for the thirteenth consecutive year. Readers 
were asked to help define excellence in travel by rating airlines, hotels, travel destinations 
and more.  In the publication's 2008 readers’ survey, Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, is 
named ‘World’s Best City 2008’. The city of Bangkok also leads the Top 10 cities in Asia. 
The northern city of Chiang Mai ranks third in Asia. The tropical island paradise of Phuket 
— ‘Pearl of the Andaman’ ranks second among Asia’s Top 3 islands.  
 

Three hotel/resort properties in Thailand are represented in the Top 20 of the 2008 

Travel&Leisure World’s Best Hotels category featuring the Top 100. These are The Oriental 

Bangkok, The Peninsula, Bangkok and the Four Seasons Resort in Chiang Mai. The Four 
Seasons Resort in Chiang Mai also ranks second among the world’s Top 20 hotel spas and 

is also named the Travel&Leisure 2008 ‘World’s Best Hotel Spa’ for the Asia Pacific, Africa 

and Middle East. The resort also ranks among the Top 15 in the ‘Top Small Hotels’ 

category. Eight of the Top 50 hotel and resort properties in Asia in the Travel&Leisure 2008 

World’s Best Hotels category are in Thailand. 
 

                                                     Source: Travel&Leisure press release dated 10 July 2008 

 

 
TASK: True or False? 
 

1. Readers organize the World´s Best City Award.   …………………….  

2. The capital of Thailand won in 2008      ……………………. 

3. The Four Seasons Resort ranks in only one category   ……………………. 

4. The Thai tourist industry is very successful.    ……………………. 

 
B) Read the text and answer the questions below.      (20) 
 
 

 Alice in Russia 

“My trip to Russia was quite an experience! I started in Moscow. 

The trouble was that I forgot to ring my friend Sergei before I left 

London. Then just as the plane was landing at Moscow airport, a 

group of soldiers appeared at the Customs area. They had rifles and looked very angry! I 

was so scared that just when I was starting to panic, I saw Sergei waiting for me at the end 
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of the hall. He took me to his family house and I spent a wonderful week with them. I even 

learned the Russian alphabet and a few words. But it was cold and a freezing wind was 

blowing all the time! But I had a problem one day because one morning I decided to take 

Max, the family’s dog, for a walk. I was enjoying the walk when I realized I was lost. I was 

very frightened, standing by the side of the road, but a car stopped and the taxi driver took 

me to Sergei’s house immediately. His name was Nicolai and he was very helpful. At the 

end of my stay, I was thankful to Sergei and his family for all the nice days I spent in 

Russia!” 

 

1. What happened to Alice at the Airport? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. How long did she stay in Russia? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. What was the weather like during her stay? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Why did Nicolai help her? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
PART II: LANGUAGE 
 
C) Complete the text below with the best option from the box.     (20) 

 

THE Marquess of Bath 1____________ 18 years old when he 

inherited £23 million. Now the 65-year-old aristocrat lives 

surrounded by young women, and spends his time generally 

2__________ himself: 

“I have 3___________ really thought about having money, because I've always had it. 

But I have never been extravagant, in fact I've 4__________ quite mean. For example, 

I've never bought any Ferraris. Am I happy? Well, I'm not unhappy.   5__________  thing 
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money gives you is freedom. If I 6____________  my fortune, the worst thing for me 

would be that I wouldn't be able to do exactly what I want, but would have to start 

working for a living. If 7____________  was a revolution and I had to choose a job, I 

suppose I ´d be  a long-distance lorry driver. Firstly because I love 8____________ , and 

9____________  because you  could be  your own boss. I suppose I could have a more 

or less happy existence like that, but the idea of losing 10__________  is not very 

pleasant.” 

 

 
 
 
D) Complete the following conversations with words or phrases.     (20)  
 
 
1.  A: Can you recommend a good museum in this area? 

 B: Sure. The Metropolitan Museum of Modern Art is near here. 

A: (1) ………………………………………………………………………………………….? 

 B: It´s just a couple of blocks, in front of the Cathedral. You can´t miss it! 

A: Thanks! 

  

2. A: Come on Harry! Go out of the bathroom, please 

 B: (2) …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

A: Not yet? Please, hurry up! I´m going to be late for work… 

 B: Ok, ok… 

A: And please, don´t leave the towels on the floor. 

 B: Don´t worry! (3) …………………………………………………. forget! It´s a promise!! 

1.  was were is are 

2.  enjoying enjoy enjoyed have enjoyed 

3.  always never ever already 

4.  had done been seen 

5.  the more important the most important the less important the importance 

6.  lost lose losed losing 

7.  it there they I 

8.  travel travelling travelled trip 

9.  secondly second two later 

10.  all everything anything nothing 
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3.  A: Hi, Susy! How are you? 

 B: Hi! 

A:(4)…………………………………………………………………………  next weekend? 

 B: Well, actually, I´m busy on Saturday! 

A: (5) ………………………………………………………………………………………...  

to the cinema on Sunday then? 

 B: Yeah, I´d love to.  

 
PART III: WRITING 
 
 
E) Read the task below and write about 80 words.      (30) 
 
You want to enter this competition, in which you need to write a description of your city, 
the place where you live.  
You can include information about:  the location and the weather, places to see and visit, 
what to do and famous attractions. 
 
 

 

READERS' CITY WRITING COMPETITION 
 
Want to be a city writer? Here's your chance! Enter our 2011 
Readers' City Writing Competition and you could win a fantastic 
holiday – and see your story in print! 

We love to hear about small towns, funny places, big cities, hills, valleys… So, take a 
minute and tell us about your "home".  
 
Contact the editor: city.editor@guardianunlimited.co.uk 
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