
 

 

 

5th YEAR WEB SAMPLE – NEW FORMAT 
Exam Duration:  1 hour 45 minutes 

 

 
PART I: LANGUAGE 

 
A. Complete each of these sentences so that it means the same as the sentence written 

before it.                               
 

1. Scott started taking surfing lessons two months ago.  

Scott ____________________________________________________ two months. 

2. Lucy likes skiing in the mountains, but she prefers a beach holiday. 

Although _____________________________________________ a beach holiday. 

3. Scott’s parents told him, ‘Don’t be so negative!’ 

Scott’s parents told ___________________________________________ negative. 

4. I don’t want to go on holiday with my family but I can’t choose.  

If ____________________________________________ on holiday with my family. 

5. Nicholas is very good at skiing. His father is an instructor. 

Nicholas, ________________________________________, is very good at skiing. 

 

For 
examiner’s 
use only 

1.   ___/2 

2.   ___/2 

3.   ___/2 

4.   ___/2 

5.   ___/2 

Corrected by:  Total marks in this exercise: ______/10 

 

 

B. Complete with the correct tense or form of the verbs in brackets. Use modals, when     
necessary.                          

 
Sugarloaf Mountain 

           
 Nicholas Priesley, aged 16, had gone 

skiing with his father in Sugarloaf Mountain, 

one of the best ski resorts in the USA. It was 

a Sunday afternoon and they 1(climb) 

_______________ back down the mountain 

when Nicholas saw a shortcut. He decided 

to take the shortcut although his father 

insisted on 2(continue) _______________ on the official path. They agreed 3(meet) 

_______________ back at the car park for the drive home. And that was the last his 

father saw of him that day. After a few hours Nicholas’s father raised the alarm. A 

massive search party 4(organize) ______________ but it soon began to snow and 

the search stopped. 

 Meanwhile, Nicholas was desperate. He 5(lose) _______________ his way 
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completely and realized that he 6(spend) _______________ the night on the 

mountain. Fortunately, he knew how to make a snow cave so he found a safe place 

to build his cave and lay inside waiting to be rescued.  

           The next day, Nicholas 7(find) _______________ by a man on a snowmobile, 

who immediately took him back to the resort where his parents 8(wait) 

_______________. “I must admit I 9(be) _______________ really fortunate,” said 

Nicholas minutes after arriving at the resort. “Next time, I promise I 10(pay) 

_______________ more attention to my father’s suggestions,” he said.  

 

NEW MARKING SCHEME 
 

 

For 
examiner’s 
use only 

1.    ___/1 

2.    ___/1 

3.    ___/1 

4.    ___/1 

5.    ___/1 

6.    ___/1 

7.    ___/1 

8.    ___/1 

9.    ___/1 

10.   ___/1 

Corrected by:  Total marks in this exercise: ______/10 

 
 

NEW TASK 
 
 
 

C. Fill in the blanks with words from the box. There are four extra words which you do not 
need to use. 

  
 

AMAZING AMAZED AS BEEN 
BEING DIDN’T DOESN’T GET 

GETTING IF PROMISED SEEN 
 SO UNLESS  

 
Mind the gap  

It had been a tough year and Lucy was looking forward to ________________ 

away. Her exams had gone well and she had _______________ accepted into 

university, but she knew she needed this gap year. If she ______________ do it 

now, when would she be able to go? Six long years of medical school awaited her, 

_______________ taking a year off to travel before starting her studies seemed the 

right thing to do.  

Her parents and best friend had _______________ her off at the airport – her mum 

had cried, her dad had given her an extra hundred pounds, and her friend had 

threatened never to speak to her again _______________ she didn’t keep in touch. 

Lucy _______________ to email regularly, but knew it might be difficult at times 

_______________ she was going to some places where Internet access would be 

a problem.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For 
examiner’s 
use only 

1.    ___/1 

2.    ___/1 

3.    ___/1 
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As Lucy sat on the plane waiting for take-off, nervously rolling and unrolling her 

boarding pass, she thought about her first port of call – Tanzania. 

________________ the weather was bad, she would climb Mt Kilimanjaro. It would 

be the start of her _______________ year-long adventure. 

4.    ___/1 

5.    ___/1 

6.    ___/1 

7.    ___/1 

8.    ___/1 

9.    ___/1 

10.   ___/1 

Corrected by:  Total marks in this exercise: ______/10 

 

D. Complete the following dialogue with a suitable word or phrase.    

Winter holidays are coming 
 

Scott:  The winter holidays are just a month away!  

Nick:  I know! This year I’m planning to go snowboarding. I want to try my new 

snowboard.  

Scott:  New snowboard? Wow! How long (1) ________________________________?  

Nick:  For a couple of weeks. And I can’t wait to try it!  

Scott: You must (2) ____________________________________________________. 

Nick:  I am. Look, I have an idea. Do you fancy (3) 

______________________________________________________________? 

Scott: I’d love to. But my parents won’t let me. My mother has already told me that (4) 

_______________________________________________________________.  

Nick:  The beach? But you hate the beach.  

Scott: I know, but what can I do?  

Nick:  If I were you, I (5) ________________________________________________ .  

Scott: I’ve tried that a million times. But they won’t listen. Plus, they think that winter 

sports are too dangerous.  

Nick:  What if you tell them my father will be with us? He’s an experienced instructor.  

Scott: That’s a good idea, but maybe next time. Thanks anyway, mate. 

Nick: Sure thing.  
 

 

For 
examiner’s 
use only 

1.    ___/3 

2.    ___/3 

3.    ___/3 

4.    ___/3 

5.    ___/3 

Corrected by:  Total marks in this exercise: ______/15 

 
 
PART II: READING  
E. Read the passage and answer the questions.  

 
 

The best holiday ever! 
 

Winter was fast approaching and all Scott wanted to do was to go snowboarding. 

Unfortunately, Scott’s parents had different plans. They had booked a weeklong tropical 

cruise. Scott hated warm weather and had asked if he could just stay at his best friend’s 
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house so he could snowboard every day with his friends at the local mountain. His parents 

didn’t want to hear anything of it. He kept discussing the topic with them, but they would not 

change their minds. Family time was important to them, and it was tradition that they spend 

winter break together.  

The week of the cruise arrived, and Scott was still mumbling his complaints as he and 

his family left their house to head south. Scott’s dad told him that he would only make the 

holiday worse for himself if he didn’t change his attitude and open his mind to a new 

experience. Scott still couldn’t stop thinking about all of the snow he was leaving behind.  

When they arrived at the port to board the ship, Scott had a hard time admitting that he 

was impressed with the size of the ship. He remembered the brochures said something 

about a surfing pool. Maybe surfing would be similar to snowboarding. After all, it involved 

riding a board.  

Scott climbed on board the ship with his parents and he couldn’t believe how 

extravagant the accommodations were. The dining room looked like a royal hall and the 

game room had all his favourite games and more. To his surprise, the ship’s deck had 

several different swimming pools, even a 

surfing one. It was incredible! It had waves and 

the girl who was demonstrating how to ride the 

waves made it look like a ton of fun. 

By the time the holiday was over, Scott had 

new friends he planned to keep in touch with, a 

new hobby and great memories. He apologized 

to his parents for his initial negativity, and told 

them it was the best holiday ever.  

 
 
 

1. Why didn’t Scott want to go on the cruise holiday with his family?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How did Scott’s parents deal with his demand to stay with a friend? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What did Scott’s parents advise him to do when they left their house?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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4. When did Scott start to think differently about the cruise holiday? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why did Scott consider this to be the best holiday ever? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

For 
examiner’s 
use only 

1.   ___/5 

2.   ___/5 

3.   ___/5 

4.   ___/5 

5.   ___/5 

Corrected by:  Total marks in this exercise: ______/25 

 
 

 
THE VOCABULARY TASK HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED.  

CHECK NEW TASK ‘C’ IN THE EXAM. 
 
 
 

PART III: WRITING 
 
 

F. Choose ONE of the following subjects and write about 120 words. 
 
 
1. An online magazine is publishing a series of short stories about strange or unusual 

experiences. The best stories will be given a prize. The story must end with the 
following sentence:  

 
It was the strangest experience of my life. 

 
      Write your story. 
 
 
2. Your English friend is coming to visit you next month and this is part of an email he 

has sent you:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

        Write your email. 

 

I’m really looking forward to this trip, but you know me, I like to plan 
everything well! I would very much like to go and see as much as possible, 
without spending too much money. Have you had any thoughts about how we 
could make the most of the week?  
Simon 



 

 

5th Year Contents - Gateway 2nd Edition B1+ 
 

Grammar & Structures 
- Question tags (1) 
- Gerunds (as subject or object, after prepositions, after verbs of liking and disliking, 

with go to talk about physical activities) and infinitives (to indicate purpose, after 
adjectives) (6) 

- Defining and non-defining relative clauses with who, that, which, whose, where, 
when (7) 

- Indeterminate pronouns some-, any-, no-, every- (10) 
- So + adjective, such + noun (10)  
- Modifying adverbs (very, extremely, really, totally, absolutely, completely, quite, a 

bit, rather) (1)  
- Extreme adjectives (3) 
- Prepositional phrases with adjectives: e.g. afraid of, aware of, bored with/of, 

different from, good at, similar to, worried about (6) 
- Adjectives ending in –ed and –ing (8) 
- Adjective suffixes (9) 
- Noun suffixes (5) 
- Phrasal verbs (travel, 2); (sports, 7) 

Modal Verbs 
- Used to / Would (1)  
- Modal verbs of obligation, prohibition, advice and permission (have to, don’t have 

to, must, mustn’t, can, can’t, should, shouldn’t, ought to, had better). (5)  
- Modal verbs of speculation and deduction – present (must, may, might, could, 

may/might not, can’t). (9)  
Tenses 

- Present Simple and Present Continuous. State and action verbs. (1)  
- Past Simple, Past Continuous and Past Perfect. (2)  
-  Present Perfect Simple and Past Simple. (3)  
- Present Perfect Continuous. (3)  
- Future forms: will, be going to, present continuous and present simple. (4) 
- Future Continuous and Future Perfect (4)   

Conditionals 
- Zero, first and second conditionals (5)  
- Third conditional (9) 
- I wish / If only + past simple to talk about imaginary situations in the present; + 

past perfect to talk about regrets; + would to express criticism (10) 
Passive voice 

- Present simple and continuous, present perfect, past simple, will. Use of by. (6)  
Reported Speech 

- Reported speech: statements, questions and commands. Verbs say, tell and ask. (8) 
 
Communication and conversation skills 
 

- Asking for and giving personal information (1) 
- Asking for information (2) 

o Could you tell me…? 
- Asking for clarification (2)  

o Pardon? 
o Could you repeat that, please? 
o Sorry, I missed / didn’t catch that.  

- Describing photos (3) 
o In the photo I can see… 
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o In the foreground / background… 
o At the top / bottom of the photo… 
o In the top / bottom right / left corner… 

- Negotiating (4) 
o The way I see it,… 
o Yes, but… 
o What do you think about…? 

- Giving a presentation (5) 
o I’d like to begin by saying… 
o Another thing is that… 
o What’s more, … 
o Look at the case of… 
o Last but not least… 
o The point that I’m trying to make is… 

- Comparing and contrasting photos (6) 

o One thing that the photos have in common is that… 
o In the first photo … However, in the second photo… 

- Debating (7) 
o I totally agree with you that… 
o I agree to an extent that… 
o You’ve got a point. 
o I see what you mean. 
o I’m not sure that’s true.  
o I take your point, but… 

- Describing a past event (8) 
- Making speculations and deductions (9) 

o I imagine… 
o I’m not sure but… 
o It is probably… 
o It seems that… 
o It looks as if / like … 

 
Vocabulary & Topics 
 
- Accommodation 
- Appearance  
- Art, theatre, music 
- Artists 
- Cities and houses  
- Everyday inventions  
- Food and meals  
- Nations  
- Operating technology  
- Personality 
- School and university subjects  
- Shops, shopping and money   
- Sports and sports venues 
- Sports equipment and scores 
- State and politics 
- Transport and travel  
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Writing Skills  
 
- Useful words and expressions to give emphasis (2)  
- Useful expressions and conventions in a formal letter (5)  
- Useful linkers (sequencing and adding arguments, making contrasts, concluding: 

Firstly, Finally, In addition, On the one hand, On the other hand, In contrast, In 
conclusion, etc.) (6)  
Linkers: consequence, time, contrast, reason, addition (Therefore, and so, next, 
Then, but, Although, because, as, Furthermore, What is more, etc.) (10) 
 

Writing Text Types 
 

The options for the WRITING part of AEXALEVI Exams may fall into any of the 
following basic categories or text types: 
 

- An informal email describing people / describing a place / narrating an event / 
making and/or replying to an invitation 

- A blog post (about different relevant topics) 
- An article giving your opinion on a relevant topic: e.g. the internet, mobile 

phones, vegetarianism, city life, etc.) 
- A magazine article 
- A review of a film/book/TV programme/restaurant/video game 
- A story  
- A formal email of complaint  

A formal letter/email of application 


